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Minnesota Court of Appeals, 

the state’s intermediate 
appellate court.  You are about 

to hear oral arguments in an 
appeal.   The 16-judge Court of 
Appeals hears an appeal in a 
three-judge panel at which no 
new evidence or testimony are 

offered.  Instead, the Court 
reviews the decisions and 

procedures of the lower court or 
agency and decides whether an 

error occurred. 
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• Judges conference the case.  

One judge is assigned to draft 
the Court’s “opinion” or deci-
sion, which is discussed during 
conference. 

• Judges draft and revise the 
opinion.  The draft is circulated 
among the members of the 
three-judge panel.  A judge on 
the panel may also write a 
“concurring opinion” – agree-
ing with the decision but for 
different reasons – or a 
“dissenting opinion” – dis-
agreeing with the majority 
opinion.  Once the judges agree 
on a final draft, the opinion is 
circulated to the entire Court of 
Appeals for comments. 

• Opinion filed with Clerk of 
Appellate Courts, released to  
public via the Judicial Branch 
web site 
www.courts.state.mn.us.  The 
Court of Appeals releases its 
opinion within 90 days. 

What happens  
during  

oral arguments? 
• Marshal calls court to      

order; audience stands.  
During oral arguments, the 
marshal maintains court-
room decorum and ensures 
that attorneys adhere to time 
limitations. 

• Three judges enter the 
courtroom.  Court of  

 Appeals cases are heard in 
 three-judge panels.  Prior to 
 oral arguments, judges        
 prepare by reading “briefs,” 
 or written arguments submit-
 ted  by the parties involved.  
 The judges sit in order of 
 seniority, with the presiding 
 judge in the middle. 
• Appellant’s attorney argues 

the case.  The attorney rep-
resenting the appealing party 
also answers judges’ ques-
tions about his/her legal ar-
gument. Fifteen minutes are 
allotted with five minutes for 
rebuttal.  

• Respondent’s attorney ar-
gues and answers judges’ 
questions.  Fifteen minutes 
are allotted. 

 
 

Please help us maintain decorum.  
Important issues are decided based 
on oral arguments.  Therefore, it is 
critical that the judges and attor-
neys work without distraction.  
Please abide by the following while 
in court: 

• Sit in the audience area of 
the courtroom.  Standing is 
prohibited during oral argu-
ments. 

• Remain silent during the 
proceedings. 

• Refrain from eating, drink-
ing, chewing gum or using 
tobacco. 

• Remove hats before enter-
ing the courtroom. 

• No demonstrations are al-
lowed, including signs, 
banners or displays of sym-
bols. 

• Electronic recording de-
vices are prohibited, except 
as permitted for the media. 

• Turn off all pagers and 
wireless telephones before 
entering the courtroom. 

Minnesota Judicial Center, St. Paul 

Courtroom 
decorum 

More than 2,200 appeals a year 

from: 

• District Court decisions 

(except first-degree 

murder). 

• Administrative agencies 

(except Tax and   

Workers’ Compensa-

tion courts). 

HOW MANY CASES 

DOES THE COURT OF 

APPEALS HANDLE? 

WHEN DO ORAL 

ARGUMENTS OCCUR? 

• Year-round in courtrooms 

100 and 200 in the Minne-

sota Judicial Center, St. 

Paul.   

• At various Greater        

Minnesota locations to 

keep litigation costs low 

and to ensure access to   

justice. 



 
• Judges conference the case.  

One judge is assigned to draft 
the Court’s “opinion” or deci-
sion, which is discussed during 
conference. 

• Judges draft and revise the 
opinion.  The draft is circulated 
among the members of the 
three-judge panel.  A judge on 
the panel may also write a 
“concurring opinion” – agree-
ing with the decision but for 
different reasons – or a 
“dissenting opinion” – dis-
agreeing with the majority 
opinion.  Once the judges agree 
on a final draft, the opinion is 
circulated to the entire Court of 
Appeals for comments. 

• Opinion filed with Clerk of 
Appellate Courts, released to  
public via the Judicial Branch 
web site 
www.courts.state.mn.us.  The 
Court of Appeals releases its 
opinion within 90 days. 

What happens  
during  

oral arguments? 
• Marshal calls court to      

order; audience stands.  
During oral arguments, the 
marshal maintains court-
room decorum and ensures 
that attorneys adhere to time 
limitations. 

• Three judges enter the 
courtroom.  Court of  

 Appeals cases are heard in 
 three-judge panels.  Prior to 
 oral arguments, judges        
 prepare by reading “briefs,” 
 or written arguments submit-
 ted  by the parties involved.  
 The judges sit in order of 
 seniority, with the presiding 
 judge in the middle. 
• Appellant’s attorney argues 

the case.  The attorney rep-
resenting the appealing party 
also answers judges’ ques-
tions about his/her legal ar-
gument. Fifteen minutes are 
allotted with five minutes for 
rebuttal.  

• Respondent’s attorney ar-
gues and answers judges’ 
questions.  Fifteen minutes 
are allotted. 

 
 

Please help us maintain decorum.  
Important issues are decided based 
on oral arguments.  Therefore, it is 
critical that the judges and attor-
neys work without distraction.  
Please abide by the following while 
in court: 

• Sit in the audience area of 
the courtroom.  Standing is 
prohibited during oral argu-
ments. 

• Remain silent during the 
proceedings. 

• Refrain from eating, drink-
ing, chewing gum or using 
tobacco. 

• Remove hats before enter-
ing the courtroom. 

• No demonstrations are al-
lowed, including signs, 
banners or displays of sym-
bols. 

• Electronic recording de-
vices are prohibited, except 
as permitted for the media. 

• Turn off all pagers and 
wireless telephones before 
entering the courtroom. 

Minnesota Judicial Center, St. Paul 

Courtroom 
decorum 

More than 2,200 appeals a year 

from: 

• District Court decisions 

(except first-degree 

murder). 

• Administrative agencies 

(except Tax and   

Workers’ Compensa-

tion courts). 

HOW MANY CASES 

DOES THE COURT OF 

APPEALS HANDLE? 

WHEN DO ORAL 

ARGUMENTS OCCUR? 

• Year-round in courtrooms 

100 and 200 in the Minne-

sota Judicial Center, St. 

Paul.   

• At various Greater        

Minnesota locations to 

keep litigation costs low 

and to ensure access to   

justice. 



V i s i t o r ’ s  
G u i d e  t o  O r a l  

A r g u m e n t s  

M i n n e s o t a   
C o u r t  o f  
A p p e a l s  

Welcome to the  
Minnesota Court of Appeals, 

the state’s intermediate 
appellate court.  You are about 

to hear oral arguments in an 
appeal.   The 16-judge Court of 
Appeals hears an appeal in a 
three-judge panel at which no 
new evidence or testimony are 

offered.  Instead, the Court 
reviews the decisions and 

procedures of the lower court or 
agency and decides whether an 

error occurred. 

M i n n e s o t a   
C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  

Phone: 651-297-1000 
Hours 8 a.m.—5 p.m. Monday—Friday 
www.courts.state.mn.us 

Minnesota Judicial Center 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
 

Appellant files appeal after District 
Court judgment 

 

District Court forwards files to  
Court of Appeals 

 

Appellant and respondent file briefs 

 

Three-judge panel hears oral           
arguments 

 

Court of Appeals issues opinion 

 

Parties may petition Supreme Court 
for further review 

HOW DOES A CASE 

GET TO THE COURT 

OF APPEALS?  

Minnesota Court of  Appeals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chief Judge Edward 

Toussaint, Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Harriet 
 Lansing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge R.A. “Jim”   
Randall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Thomas       
Kalitowski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Robert 
Schumacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Roger 
Klaphake 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Randolph      
Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judge James Harten 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Bruce Willis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Gordon 
Shumaker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judge Jill Flaskamp 

Halbrooks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Terri  
Stoneburner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judge David Minge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judge Natalie Hudson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Wilhelmina 
Wright 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Judge Christopher 

Dietzen 
 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





